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“KAKITA:N”, THE ANCESTOR HOUSE OF TAVARON
OF AMI TRIBE

(SUMMARY)

SHIEN-MIN JEN

I. PREACE

This article deals with the ancestor house of the Ami Tribe at Tavaroy,
Hualien, Taiwan. Among the nine tribes in Taiwan, the Ami is a compara-
tively progressive one; so we can find little that reflects the original style of
the culture of the tribe, the ancestor house being the only remains delivered
down from father to son whole and entire, without having been changed from
its original form.

The Ami tribe spread over the long, narrow plain of East Taiwan, between
Hualien in the north and Hungchun in the south. Roughly there are five
groups: Northern group or Nanshih Ami, Central group or Shukuoluan Amj,
and Southern group or Malan Ami, Haian Ami or Coast Ami, and Hungchun
Ami. The first three are the main groups. Hungchun Ami, being in constant
contact with outsiders, have lost their cultural trait.

The central Ami consists of the following villages: Tavaroy, Vaia'an,
Kiwi, Ponz, and Wouhoo, among which Tavaroy is the largest and strongest
now under the jurisdiction of Kuang-fu district of Hualien County. According
to the Aminese dialect Tavaroy means “fertile land” or “strong tribe”.

Before the Japanese occupation of Taiwan in 1895, Tavaroy had ruled
over several small villages: Shalo, Mafu, Atonmau, and Caliton. Now all
these villages are incorporated with Zavaroy as a large unit bearing the
Chinese name “Fu-tien”, which, however, is redivided into four villages:
East, West, South, and North.

When the writer began to prepare the present article, the ancestor house
of Tavaroy tribe was blown down by the Winnie Typhoon of June, 1958.
In October of the same year, the remains of this ancestor house was
collected by the Institute of Ethnology and was reconstructed in Nankang
after the original form through the assistance of three Aminese elders.
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II. LEGEND

According to the legend of the Tawvaroy tribemen, the progenitors of
this tribe were, long long ago, Gods of Arapanapaja, and, through several
generations, a lot of offspring were brought up. Because of a disaster of
great storm and flood, those descendants were near completely dispersed. A
brother and his sister drifted to a riverside; since they were the only survivors,
they got married. At first, the wife gave birth to frogs and lizards only.
Later, by having prayed to God for help, three daughters were born, who

wwere the ancestors of the Tavaroy Ami.

These three daughters got married and had separate families. In memory
of their progenitors and men of merits the three families each had built an
ancestor house which is called kakita:n. But, as the descendants of the eldest
daughter did not survive long, and those of the second daughter larter moved
to Kiwi, we can find no trace of their kakita:ns. The only kakita:n that
this article deals with was built by the descendants of the youngest daughter
who settled down at Tavaroy. |

“Kakita:n” is not only the name of ancestor house but also the name of
their. Matri-lineage. |

Relating to the legend of this tribe, many records and reports have been
worked out. In this article, however, only those which are closely concerned
with the kakita:n are discussed in details.

III. LINEAGE SYSTEM

Matrilineal lineage system is the main characteristic of kin structure of
the Ami. Women are the inheritors of the family. The lineage system stated
here is confined to that of 7awvaroy, where, according to the legend, the
third family inhabited.

In accordance with the lineage system of kakita:n, it is the female line
who are entitled to inherit property and the privileges of the family. But the
right of priesthood and of managing the kakita:n house are succeeded by the
brothers of the female heir.

Since the marriage of the brother-sister in the legend, there has been 59
generations all together. The names of these male performers on the religious
rite are mentioned in the text. This lineage system of the male performers
is called “misavaolai a kakita:n.”
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IV. ORGANIZATION

The status of kakita:n is divided into two grades. The first grade,
misavarolai-a kakita:n being the highest in position, is the one who performs
the important religious rites of the chief lineage, possesses most of the land
of the tribe, and rules over many tenants of the civilian class. ‘I he second
orade, okapodan a kakita:n, consisting of seven families which are the splited
branches of the main lineage, is the one who performs all the minor rites,
possesses a small part of land of the clan, and rules over a small group of
civilian tenants. Besides the minor rites, the kakita:n of the second grade
have to follow the kakita:n of the first grade in performing rites, such as
land receiving rite and ancestor offering rite.

Kakita:ns are the dominant class in the community of Tavaron, or, in
other words, the hereditary nobles of the tribe. Under them, there are civi-
lians who are classified into two groups. The first group, higher in position
and qualified to be of service to the kakita:ns, is called osisailohai. They
are attached to the kakita:ns and get a small piece of land to support
themselves: but they must observe the worship rites and taboo, and fulfil all
the duties of the lineage. The second group, lower in position, having no
land, is called pitolol, who are genuine tenants and are not qualified to be
lieges of the kakita:ms. There is another class of people called pakatsaja,
lowest in position, not qualified even to be tenants. All the classes of the
common people must join the kakita:ns in religious rites, and observe their
taboo.

The positions of kakita:ns and their pitolols are hereditary. But pakatso-
jas can by dint of money or by force of having a great support from the
cgmfnon people, win promotions to be pitolols through the recognization of
the kakita:n.

All the pakatsojas, pitolos, and osisailohai a pitolol, have the duties
to offer some of their acquisition and to fulfil the service of labour to their
kakita:ns.

V. THE ANCESTOR HOUSE

Each  kakita:n has a traditional house which serves as the ancestral
temple of a noble lineage. The form of the construction is regulated by
ancient custom.
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The kakita:n house dealt with in this article is located at the part of the
village North Fun, Tavaroy. The ground measures 10 m. in breadth by 40
m. in length. The house wall is 8 m. in length by 6.6 m. in breadth, and
4.8 m. in height. (refer to the plate). Walls of the house are made of bamboo;
the roof is covered with straw. Inside the house are the traditional long
couches lying alongside the walls. In the middle of the house is a fire place.
The house is fastened with rattan; no metals are allowed to be used in
constructing it. The thing which is worthy of special attention is that all
the posts and beams are covered with pictures which indicates the merits of
their ancestors. All these pictures are in accordance with the .Jegend. At
Tavarony, only kakita:n has posts and beams bearing sculptures. No house
of the common people is allowed to have sculptures on the posts and the
beams. From the construction of the house which is like the pile building
and long house, we can find the trace of the culture of Polynesia.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE AND FUNCTIONS OF “KAKITA:N”

Kakita:n, the ancestral ritual house of Ami Tribe, is a memorial building.
But the word “kakita:n” imports many complicate meanings:

1. It represents the heart of the lineage organization, based on matrilineal
and primogeniture descend rule. It !symbolizes the prosperity of the lineage.
If the inheritance system collapses, the kakita:» has no meaning to exist.

2. It indicates a privilege of chieftainship of the lineage, and shows the
special status in the kin group. This rank is not the like of a rigorous caste
system, but is a kind of social rank.

3. It imports the right of performing all the religious rites; in other
words, it represents the mode of priesthood.

4. It indicates a form of collective land tenual system and communal
economy of its village.

In a word, the Rakita:n system represents a special complete form which
is composed of matrilineal lineage system, matrilineal inheritance, hereditary
chieftainship priesthood, and a system of communal ownership.
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