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THE DISAPPEARING RURAL COMMUNITY

AGRO—INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT IN A TAIWANESE SUBURBAN
COMMUNITY AND THE DEMARCATION OF TYPES

(ABSTRACT)

TAI-L1 HU

This article provides a detailed description and analysis of the process of agro-industrial
development in a rural Taiwan setting. The author attempts to examine the relationship
between factors which induce change and demarcate types so as to develop better insight
into and predict the trends of change in rural Taiwan.

For purposes of examining the Liu Ts’o Village within its temporal and spatial environment,
agro-industrial change in the larger community and over the past thirty years have been taken
into consideration. At the village level, the author collected and analyzed data concerning land
transaction and utilization, the nature of work, capital accumulation and the rise of rural industry,
-as well as socio-economic status and family types. The author intends to show how Liu
Ts’o Village has transformed from an agriculture-dominated village to an agriculture-subor-
dinated community.

There are several discoveries deriving from this research. First, as the former tenants
obtained some land following initiation of the Land Reform Program, land transactions
increased in number and villagers became enthusiastic about buying land. After 1970, however,
the trend reversed: land increasingly flowed into the hands of the outsiders. In addition.
the average land holdings of each family decreases proportionately. Fields lie fallow in winter.
Second, agricultural work does not attract as much labor as it did in the past due to labor-
saving technological improvement, the low rice-pricing policies of the government, the lure of
laborers to the non-agricultural sector of the economy(where they can find better job opportunities
and higher salaries). Non-salaried, kin-based labor exchange comes to be gradually replaced
by hired wage-labor. Only thirteen percent of the working population regards agriculture as
their principal occupation. Married women take more responsibility for cultivating land.
There is a high percentage of persons residing in the village but employed away from it.
Third, Land Reform combined with the expansion of commerce and industry served to
increase the income of villagers, making capital accumulation possible. This capital, in turn,

has been invested in agricultural mechanization and small-scale industry. The export-oriented,
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sattellite factories which have proliferated in the rural area since 1970 have absorbed some
local captial and labor. Fourth, social status is no longer based upon land-holding alone, but
instead upon education, occupation, etc,. It becomes increasingly more apparent that the
single-distributer family which so characterized the “feudal” economy is under attack.

Factors accounting for the above-mentoned phenomena are discussed. some stimulate
change, others restrain it.

The agro-inidustrial development in Liu Ts’o Village is divided into four stages, from
A to D, based upon land, labor, capital, technology, occupation, and industry. Each
stage represents one type of community. Similar anthropological studies of communities in
Taiwan comparable to this one are classified into different types. The author predicts that
most rural communities will be transformed from Type A to D over time, assuming that
such development is not obstructed by particular factors.

From Type A to D, agricultural work and related income become increasingly less im-
portant as industry expands from the city to market towns and finally, to the villages. At
present, we can_scarcely find Type A villages in Taiwan. Most | Type B villages have
transf 01'méd into Type C or Type D communities since the mid 1960s. Type C communities
are located further away from cities and industrial centers. As urbanization and industrializ-
ation continue, Type C communities will eventually become Type D areas.

The patterns and trends of agro-industrial development in rural Taiwan have differed from
those in mainland China around 1930s and 1940s: industrialization and urbanization have not
necessarily resulted in land concentration and produced an ever widening drift between the
rich and the poor in the rural areas; export-oriented, small-scale factories-unlike traditional,
rural enterprises are not restricted by regional limitations on the supply of raw materials; rather
than subsist on the limited land, surplus labor has been absorbed by the non-agricultural sector.

Nontheless, some problems remain to be solved. Labor outflow is a serious problem in
Type C communities. In both Type C and Type D communities, land is not effectively
utilized and protected. The working opportunities for unskilled laborers are restricted by
agricultural mechanizarion. The rural small-scale factories are especially vulnerable due to a
laék of capital, equipment, constant supply of laborers, management, and market information.

In sum, the “rural communities” are disappearing in Taiwan, being substituted by
communities of a mixed type. In the process of transformaton, anthropologists have an
obligation to better understand the reasons for this and the problems created by it so that

suggestions can be made to increase people’s wellbeings.





